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Isaiah 55
1   Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.

2   Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? and your labour for that which satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness.

3   Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David.

4   Behold, I have given him for a witness to the people, a leader and commander to the people.

5   Behold, thou shalt call a nation that thou knowest not, and nations that knew not thee shall run unto thee because of the LORD thy God, and for the Holy One of Israel; for he hath glorified thee.

6   Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near:

7   Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
 

This text was the basis for a dynamic sermon by our pastor, Dr. John H. Walker. The message is entitled: "Can You Hear Me Now?".  
  Below are some key ideas to remember: 
God speaks to us all of the time, but He wants to know if we are listening to Him, because He always listens to us.
- God hears us when we pray. It may appear sometimes that He is not present and does not hear our prayers, but He is always present and listens to our prayers. God knows everything and we are never beyond His power.
- God hears us when we are in trouble. In the midst of the storm, we sometimes believe that we are all alone. We spend our time looking at the storm instead of concentrating on God. He hears us, so we must remember that His Word says that He is a very present help in trouble.
- He hears us in our prosperity. There are many folks that know how to call on God in 911 situations, but forget to thank Him when things are going well.  We have to remember that we should bless the Lord at all times.
God is constantly speaking in so many ways, but we often don't hear Him. We may pray, but we usually don't spend enough time in His Word to allow Him to speak to us. We must incline our ears to God and become sensitive to the many ways in which He speaks. When we have a good connection to God, we can walk into everything that He has planned for us. We must realize that the assignments that He gives us are directly connected with our blessings. We cannot receive all that God has for us if we don't do the things that He has assigned us to do. Anyone who wants God's blessing will search for His righteousness.

We need to stop blaming folks for our personal dilemmas. We are responsible for our own relationship with God and the fruit that we bear; or the lack thereof. God never leaves us; we leave Him and when we return to the place that we left Him, we sometimes realize that He is still there. However, there may come a time when we may seek God and He won't answer. If that happens, we will not find Him, but He will find us.
